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What eveht chbisttiah otjght to know 

AND DO. 

TO TH* EDITOB OF ifcir CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 

Sm, — ^I sent a few days ago to each of two Roman 
Catbolio friends of mine (laymen) a saggestion relative 
to the Boman Catholic tract on morals, which has long 
&id 80 enormous a circnlation under the sanction ot 
Archbishop Cullen. 

In the last edition of it some of the most objectionable 
fiarts are omitted, and I expressed my satisfaction that 
they had been ; bat I remonstrated against the silence with 
which this change has been made, which leaves many 
tboBsands and tens of thousands, who have been pnr- 
•liasers of the former editions, ignorant that any material 
ckauge has been made, and, consequently, exposed to the 
noxious effects of the doctrine which has been set before 
them by anthority. No retractation has been made or 
wamiug supplied to guard them against the very lax 
morality they have been taught. And I suggested that 
if several candid and intelligent and pure-minded Roman 
Catholics wonld come forward to remonstrate they might 
ttring about a remedy for the evil. 

I remarked that I am not a person to delight in exposing 
and exulting over the faults of those of another Church, 
but that I would rather see them remove for themselves a 
stain and a scandal to that Church. 

As things stand, I remarked, one of the Mnssnimen 
matiaeers in India, if he held in his hand the former 
editions of that tract, might urge, not unreasonably, " If 
this is Christianity, Christians ought to be hunted down 
like noxious wild beasts, and every effort made to substi- 
tute for their immoral system the purer doctrines of the 
Koran." 

One of the persons I addressed, a gentleman whom I 
have lone known as himself of unblemished integrity, ex- 
pressed his strong disapprobation of the tract, but 
lamented the inability he felt to interfere with any pros- 
pect of success. 

The other sent me a vindication of the tract, and has 
allowed me to offer it to yon for publication. 

I feel confident you will give it a place in the Catholic 
ZiATKAN, on the principle you have always acted on, of 
bearing both sides. Strictures on that tract have appeared 
in your columns, and it is but fair that you should put 
before your readers the defence of it, together with any 
remarks thereon which you may think tit to subjoin. 

I remain, &c., D, 

The following is the enclosed vindication : — 

• * * • I had seen before the tract which 
TOO enclosed, and had discussed portions of it both with 
Protestants and with Catholics. In conversation with the 
Utter, I hare freely expressed my opinion that certain 
passages in the first edition were likely to do harm among 
the class of persons for whom the tract was intended. I 
did not, however, say (for I did not feel competent to 
judge) that the casuistry contained in these passages was 
erroneous, or per s« objectionable — that was a matter 1 
left to casuists ; but I did say, and strongly feel, that such 
passages were, at any rate, likely to be mi-junderstood ; and 
that considerations which might be most useful fur the 
goidance of confessors, might be most unfit to be brought 
prominently under the notice of penitents. I have reason 
M believe that it was on some such view as this that the 
aJterations and omissions in the second edition, which you 
have referred to, were made — not, be it observed, becattse 
they were erroneous, but becaose it was feared they might 
be misunderstood. If this were so, surely there would be 
no ground for attributing underhand or disingenuous eon- 
duct to those concerned in withdrawing these pa-ssages. 
It was done, you say, "silently" and ".secretly;" but if 
joa turn to the title-page of the second edition, you will 
find that there is little attempt at concealment after ail. 
The words, " A new edition, revised," appear on that title- 
page. Bevision certainly implies cither alteration or 
omission, or both. The title-page, therefore, announces 
exactly what has been done. But you appear to think 
that the alterations ought to have been announced and 
explained in a preface. If they consisted in the correction 
•f " admitted errors," they certainly ought ; but if they 
were made for the reasons I have supposed, there was no 
euch necessity. The author does not prefix any preface 
or notice of any kind to cither edition ; he seems to have 
wished to keep his own personality entirely in the back- 
ground. 

Here I might stop ; bat the real point at issue still re- 
inains behio4. Protestants say that there are ceri^aiu 
directions and distinctions in this tract, which are plainly 
immoral and revolting to the natural conscience. Well, 
then, I win come at once to the passage at p.nge 27, which 
is, perhaps, the most ituestionable in the tract, and has 
hMO omitted in the second edition. That its omission 
was right I have no doubt, and I rejoice at it, because the 
tract was likely to fall into the haoda of many persons 
plaeed in the precise circumstances of temptation alluded 
ta; mho, ij'disposed 10 he dishonest, mightplausibly shelter 
themselves under the words of this passage. But that 
the doctrine laid down might not be oaefol to confessors, 
or that it is immoral in itself, is by no means clear. The 
passage runs, " It is a sin to mix something with what 
yon sell ; e.g., water with any Ut^or, except there is a 



comrnon custom of doing it, and ft is tieaesBsry m order 
to gain a reasonable profit.'' Jhose who object to this 
passage would maintain, I suppose, that to " mix some- 
thing with what you seU" is always a sin. If so, it is a 
sin which is terribly common, and which the Gnsrlitih 
trading community seems to be more deeply infected with 
(to judge from the disclosures of the Adulteration Com- 
mittee of the Honse of Oommens) than the same clat^.i in 
any other nation in the world. If, therefore. Protestant- 
ism holds a high doctrine in the matter, it seems tliat it 
cannot prevent a low practice. Now, let us suppose a 
Catholic dealer in milk in London to be surrounded by 
Protestant deaIeK, and to find (as he certainly m%ht find) 
that, owing to excessive competition and the consequent 
low scale of profits, all his fellow-dealers found or fancied 
themselves compelled to add water to their milk, in order 
to secure a " reasonable profit." The Catholic dealer feels 
the diSienlty, and consults his confessor on the subject. 
If bis confessor takes the rigid view, he will tell him that 
he cannot add water to his milk without being guilty of 
sin. In which case one of two things will happen— either 
the man, though believing the practice to be sinful, will 
yet give in to it for the sake of a livelihood (in which case 
his heart and conscience would become hardened and de- 
praved), or he will give up that line of life altogether, and 
bring ruin on himself and his family. Is it so very clear 
that the confessor would be right? On the other hand, 
suppose him to say this, "If it is, indeed, the common 
custom of the trade, and if without resorting to it you 
could not gain treasonable profit'' (i.e., of course, a profit 
enabling a man not to get rich, but to maintain himself 
and those dependant on him) ; " if yon tell no lie about it, 
but should yon be taxed with doing so, admit it ; and if, 
finally, you give up the practice the moment yon see the 
possibility of making a fair profit without it, you will 
commit no sin by conforming to the general custom of the 
trade." Is it so very clear that in speaking thus the con- 
fessor would be vrrong ? But it will be said all this is 
casuistry. Of course it is ; and is all casuistry useless 
or pernicious ? It has not been always thought so in 
the Church of England ; for Jeremy Taylor wrote a long 
manual of casuistry — the Ductor dubitantinm. 

The innumerable questions that lie in the debateable 
border land of morals cannot, I fancy, be satisfactorily 
settled in the off-hand way which those who do not look 
into the real condition and circumstances of each case 
imagine possible. 

I have entered at length into this one case, because I 
wished to show, not that the casuistry applied to it at 
page 27 is right — for that is a point on which I am not 
called upon to decide — but that it was perfectly possible 
that those who withdrew this pass;ige (togetiier with 
others to which analogous reasoning may be applied) 
did so from some motive of prudence or expediency ; not 
because they thought them erroneous. If so, they have 
not acted dishonestly in prefixing to the second edition 
no explanation respecting the omissions. Whence it 
follows that individual Catholic laymen arc not bound to 
remonstrate against the non-appearance of such explana- 
tion, especially if they have good reason to know, as I 
have, that the actual motive which led to the omissions 
was such an one as I have suppo.^ed. • » ■" • 

I wish to say, in conclusion, that even in the second 
edition there are one or two directions which I should 
like to see withdrawn ; not, as I said before, because I 
think them indefensible in themselves, or out of place in 
a manual for confessors, but because they seem to me 
likely to be misapplied by those for whom the tract is 
intended. 

[We beg to oflfer our best acknowledgment* to the cor- 
respondent to whom we are indebted for the above com- 
munication, and who has, at tiie same time, enclosed us 
underlined copies of both editions of " What every Chris- 
tian must know and do.'' We have been thus led to com- 
pare carefully, the two editions, and thinking the results 
of the comparison may interest some of our readers, we 
devote a separate article to the subject. (See Supra, p. 49.) 
We, therefore, think it necessary here only to reply briefly 
to the defence of that tract now sent us for publication. 

The writer endeavours to defend the doctrine of Roman 
Catholic moralists by a counter attack upon Protestant 
practice. He tells ns that if Liguori and Father Kumiss 
teach that it is lawful for a trader to adulterate the articles 
in which ha deals, there are at least many Protestants 
who do the thing, whether their religious guides think it 
lawful or not ; and be gives us to understand that there is 
no use in our teachmg high doctrine, if it does not prevent 
a low practice. 

We must own that it is a lamentable fact that, on the 
whole, the lives of Christians are much below their theory. 
But this is anfortimately true of every denomination ol 
Christians, and Boman Catholics are certainly no excep- 
tions to this rule. Though Liguori does not prescribe, a 
very high standard of morality, his standard is very far 
above that which they generally attain to. It is to the 
advantage of Koman Catholics that we should judge of 
ifheir morality, riither by the teaching, even of Liguori, 
than by the practice of those among them who oueht to 
have been patterns c^ virtus — ^than if, for example, we 
were to judge of their punty by the life of Pipe Alex- 
ander VI., or^f their notions of conjugal fideEiy by 
the practice or princes so zealous for their religion as 



Eonis X tV. or Jamm If. Well, then, if meTfspntc6ix i» 
sure to fidl below their theory, this is a reason, not for 
lowering the standard of our moral teaching, but for 
keeping it high. The rules of morality must not be re- 
laxed because of the shortcomings of individuals. The 
very way to improve men's practice is to try to get them 
to aim at some higher suuidard than any they bare yst 
come up to. We may venture to hope for a man's je- 
eovery from sin as long as bis conscience tells bim that 
what he has been doing is wrong, since he may thereby be 
led to struggle against the vices that have hitherto over- 
come him. But if his religious guides, instead of striving 
to r:iii>e his practice to the level of Christian morality, 
depress tli. ir rules of morality to the level of his: prac- 
tice ; if they give bim the agreeaUe information that the 
things which he has feared were sins are really iunocent, 
and may be indulged in with safety, who can then ex- 
pect that he should strive against sins which he is toid 
he need not forsake. Nay, as men's praciice is almost 
always worse than their theory, the chances are that he 
will soon sink still lower than before, and that his code of 
morals will soon require some additional relaxation. 

We wonder it did not strike this apologist for Father 
Fumiss how humiliating it was to his Church to repre- 
sent the standard of the moral teaching of Koman Catho- 
lic divines as regulated by the practice of the worst sort of 
Protestants. But we have, at all events, shown that 
no such Protestant errors in practice can justify any >e- 
laxation of the rules of morality. 'I'he condition is bad 
of the man who does what his conscience coudemns ; but 
still worse of him who has brought his conscience to pal- 
liate or approve the sins which he finds it inconvenient to 
forsake. The mau is to be condemned who does not 
profit by the light which he enjoys : but if the tight that 
is in thee be Uarineas, how great is that darknens.'] 



THE RULE OF CATHOLIC FAITH— WHAT IS Ili 

TO THE EDITOR Ot THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 

Sir,— Having explained some of the points of what I 
called negative Romanism — that is to say, what a man may 
not believe, and still be orthodox — I will now say a few 
words on what, according to Veron, only is of faith. I 
will dare venture to assert that if the peculiar doctrines 
of the Komish Church, agaiuat which we Protestants 
protest, be brought to the test of Veron's rules, or defi- 
nitions, they, one and all, will be untenable ; arid if we 
are to take his rules as tests of orthodoxy, the most rigid 
Protectant may be the most urlliotlox Koiiiaiiist. 

To ascertain what is to be believed as of Catholic faith, 
Veron lays down the following rules, which I will number 
for convenience : — 

J. " 'I'bttt, and ibat only, is an article of Catholic faith which 
baa biaen reveab-d in tbe wurU ui GuJ, anil prupusHd by thti Cs- 
tiioltc Churcli to all ht^r ciiibtron, h» iK-ce!>»ary to be believed 
witb dlviim faith" — Cap. I, 5 i. p. l.^" linU oj Catholic Faith," 
Edit. lUrmingliam, lK:t;}. 

This rule, he says, "comprises two parts." The One 
" revealed in the Word of Ood," the other " proposed by 
the Catholic Church." 

" A. doctrine invested with these tiro conditions most be be- 
lieved witb divine and Catholic faiih. But it no louger belongs 
to this heavenly deposit if kithi<:b of these coDditioos fail — 
namely, if it be sot revealed [in Scripture] , or has not b^en 
propounded by the Church." — Sec. 2, p. 3. 

In the al»tract, therefore, no Protestant need shirk 
from this text ; for, unless the doctrine proposed by the 
Church is revealed in the Scriptures, he need not sub- 
scribe it. It is true Veron says that — 

" The secoud condition ^re-suppuses tlie lirst ; for as Christ 
promised His Church the assistAoce ot His liuly Spirit to teach 
lier, and lead her into all truth, it is impossible — unless (aa 
they cannot) these promises fail — that this heavenly guided 
Church caa ever propose anything as revealed wbicb has really 
not been so." 

We quite understand the drift of his subtleties; but 
still the rnle may be subscribed, even with this addition, 
since it is nowhere revealed in Scripture that the Ckwrch 
of Rome is the Church of Christ ; nor is it revealed that 
the Holy Spirit is promised peculiarly and specially to 
the Roman Church. But to relieve us from a great iffl- 
cuKy, Yeron takes great credit fur bis Church ia making 
the tbllowing admission : — 

" We are free to declare thit God is the first and raprtme 
Judge, and that Scripture also is njndgc of caalroTarsi«s,*od* 
judge, too, of ifiealer au/ltority than the Churcli, since the Scrip* 
tare oonlaiua the Word of (iod, whilst the Church only speaks 
by llie luoutb of lunn."— Cap. ii., § ivi. 3, p. 145. 

A most safe and wise admission. 

That the Church of Rome cannot err, or, In otbef 
words, is " infallible," is not a question of expressed or 
implied revelation. This is a question of fact. Messrs. 
Kirk and Berrington, in their " Faith of Catbolies," dis- 
tinctly assert that " it is no article of faiih that the 
Church [of Rome] cannot err in mattebs of iact."— 
(pp. 134-5, edit. 1813.) 

The Church of Home may err, therefore, in slleg;ingag a 
fact her own inerrency. What, then, becomes of " JW^o/- 
libililyf' 

Here again Veron comes to the rescue : — 

'■ As the council [of Trent], thoat!» S|.eiikiiiKoriheititk*tity 
of the Church, and of the universal Cburcli ino [uuking adis- 
tinetion between the local Roman Church ami ths akivsnal 
Church of Christ], on questioas vf faith and moHda ahaUios 
from using the word * lufallibility,' every Catholie iaat liberty ta 



